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B.H. Macomber Company from its wartime 
doldrums: Shoppers’ World in Framingham.’’ 

From that beginning, through the expan-
sion Mr. Macomber led after taking over as 
president, the company was the contractor 
for some of the most recognizable projects in 
Boston and elsewhere, including the MIT bi-
ology center, the Harborside Hyatt at Logan 
Airport, the 775-unit Mission Park affordable 
housing development, and Robert Frost Li-
brary at Amherst College. 

Then in 1987, a week before he planned to 
step aside as president of the company, 
L’Ambiance Plaza in Bridgeport, Conn., col-
lapsed during construction, killing 28 work-
ers. The Macomber company was a joint ven-
ture partner in the project, and the resulting 
settlement cost the firm millions. 

Though the tragedy was heartbreaking, 
‘‘George was absolutely about personally 
leading the investigation into what happened 
and what caused this unusual structural fail-
ure—being there himself and looking at the 
engineering reports, standing up and saying, 
‘My name’s on the door. This is what you 
do,’ his son John said. 

He added that from his father’s life, ‘‘the 
biggest lesson was: ‘Here’s how one should 
be. Here’s how one should conduct oneself.’ ’’ 

In addition to his wife and son, Mr. 
Macomber leaves a daughter, Grace 
Macomber Bird of Boston; another son, 
George of Park City, Utah; a sister, Gail 
Deaver of Stuart, Fla.; and eight grand-
children. 

The family will announce a public service 
in the spring. 

‘‘The biggest thing my father and I ever 
built was a reputation for absolute integrity, 
from the top of the company to the bottom,’’ 
Mr. Macomber wrote in his memoir, but he 
added that he ‘‘measured success a bit dif-
ferently.’’ 

‘‘I decided early on that I was going to do 
my best to balance family, business, and 
community service—in that order of pri-
ority. I did not want to be the biggest con-
tractor in the city, because I couldn’t do 
that without losing sight of my priorities.’’ 
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
commitment to the Corona, California commu-
nity is truly exceptional. Next week, on Janu-
ary 21, 2016, Sally Carlson will be honored as 
a recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award 
by the Corona Chamber of Commerce. Sally 
has dedicated herself to the Corona commu-
nity. 

At her core, Sally prioritizes community 
service and her work. Sally is a mainstay at 
the Settlement House and has continually 
shown leadership and compassion to the 
many families who frequent the Settlement 
House. Many with whom Sally has worked 
have described her as a faithful servant that 
has been determined over the years to ensure 
children and families are clothed, fed and 
cared for. Additionally, through her work with 
Settlement House she has become involved 
with other similar local organizations to assist 
local families. 

Sally’s tireless passion for the families she 
serves and community outreach has contrib-
uted immensely to the betterment of the com-

munity of Corona, California. I am proud to 
call Sally a friend, fellow community member 
and great American. Today, I add my voice to 
the many who will be congratulating Sally for 
achieving the Lifetime Achievement Award. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and congratulate Deborah Rusher 
of Council Bluffs, Iowa, for being honored by 
AARP for her service as a family caregiver 
during the National Family Caregivers Month. 
She is the only Iowan to receive this recogni-
tion in 2015. 

Deborah serves as a professional and fam-
ily caregiver. She started her career working in 
a nursing home at the age of 16. She then be-
came a nursing assistant before continuing 
her education at Iowa Western Community 
College in nursing. Her training has been vital 
in providing hospice care for her mother. Cur-
rently, Deborah is caring for her 87-year old 
Father, Carl Belt. Deborah sees her work as 
a wonderful way to help loved ones and em-
braces her role as a family caregiver. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Deborah for earning this special recognition. It 
is because of Iowans like her that I’m proud to 
represent our great state. I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Deborah 
for receiving this outstanding recognition. I 
wish her nothing but continued success and 
the very best moving forward. 
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Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Petty Officer Evan Staph—the re-
cipient of the Distinguished Flying Cross for 
his heroic actions on February 15, 2015. 

It came as no surprise to those who know 
him, when Petty Officer Staph enlisted in the 
U.S. Coast Guard in the fall of 2007. A native 
of Dana Point, California, Petty Officer Staph 
was drawn to the water at a young age. 
Trained by his older brother, Brad, to swim in 
the ocean and surf before he could walk, he 
went on to excel on land—cross country and 
track and field—in high school and throughout 
his college career. The commitment and dis-
cipline he exhibited toward his athletic 
achievements strongly foreshadowed the de-
termination Petty Officer Staph embodied 
when he joined the Coast Guard. 

Petty Officer Staph transitioned to the U.S. 
Coast Guard airman program after a year 
aboard the Coast Guard cutter, USCGC 
Maple, where he graduated in 2010 with or-
ders to report to Air Station Savannah, Geor-
gia. Over the course of his four year tour, 
Petty Officer Staph flew more than 800 hours 
in the MH65 helicopter—saving numerous 
lives as an expert Rescue Swimmer. It was 

also during these four years that he met his 
wife, Kayla, whom he married on November 
15, 2014. 

Soon thereafter, Petty Officer Staph was re-
located to Air Station Cape Cod. While sta-
tioned in Massachusetts, Petty Officer Staph 
has devoted much of his free time to spiritual 
pursuits and organizes frequent Bible study 
sessions. He also finds time to give back to 
his community as an active member of the Big 
Brother Big Sister program and mentors his 
‘‘little brother,’’ Jamie. It is this strength of spir-
it and resolve that served Petty Officer Staph 
well nearly one year ago. 

On the morning of February 15, 2015, the 
Coast Guard Rescue Coordination Center in 
Boston was alerted to a distress signal from 
the sailboat Sedona. Facing dangerous weath-
er conditions, the onset of a severe winter 
storm, and no available escort aircraft for heli-
copter missions, the four-man crew of CGNR 
6033 left Air Station Cape Cod to aid the 
Sedona. The pilot and copilot of CGNR 6033, 
Lieutenant John D. Hess and Lieutenant Mat-
thew Vanderslice, expertly navigated the dete-
riorating visibility, battling heavy snow, high 
winds, 25 to 35 foot seas, and severe thunder-
storms to fly the over 300 nautical mile jour-
ney to and from the Sedona. 

Hovering above the Sedona, Petty Officer 
Staph was lowered into the water to retrieve 
the survivors when the primary hoist unit 
failed—forcing the crew to use a backup hoist 
and dangerously complicating the rescue mis-
sion. During this extended process, static elec-
tricity on the rescue basket from the heli-
copter, weather, and lightning reached life- 
threatening levels. Before the basket was low-
ered to retrieve the remaining men, the crew 
struggled to discharge it against the water. Yet 
the buffeting winds blew the basket toward the 
second survivor. Heroically, Petty Officer 
Staph held himself between the victim and 
charged basket—and was struck by the static 
electricity with such intensity that he was 
knocked unconscious. Throughout the ordeal, 
Petty Officer Staph never let go of the survivor 
and completed his duty in rescuing the two 
mariners. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Petty Officer Staph for his exemplary dedica-
tion to his duty. I ask that my colleagues rise 
and join me in thanking him for his selfless ac-
tions and for his service in keeping our na-
tion’s citizens safe at sea. 

f 

CONCUR IN THE SENATE AMEND-
MENT TO H.R. 3762—RESTORING 
AMERICANS’ HEALTHCARE FREE-
DOM RECONCILIATION ACT OF 
2015 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 13, 2016 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
press my strong opposition to the Senate 
amended budget reconciliation bill. 

This vote represents House Republicans’ 
62nd attempt to repeal the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA). It’s also the 11th vote to attack 
women’s health care in the 114th Congress 
alone. This reconciliation package will under-
mine important patients’ rights and take away 
critical benefits from Americans. 
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